
Saint Cecilia’s, Wandsworth
A Church of England Secondary School

Saint Cecilia’s, Wandsworth is an outstanding
Church of England Secondary school. 
Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools Report January 2006 www.saintcecilias.wandsworth.sch.uk



I am delighted to present the prospectus for Saint Cecilia’s, Wandsworth
Church of England School, which first opened to pupils in September
2003. I am immensely privileged to be the school’s Inaugural Headteacher
and, with other members of the Governing Body, trust that the
information which follows will help to give you a flavour of our school.

From the Headteacher

Saint Cecilia’s, Wandsworth promotes the pursuit of excellence for all its pupils within a caring and supportive
environment underpinned by Christian values. The school respects the unique contribution which every individual
can make to the community and strives to place this contribution within a clear framework which both embraces
the highest possible academic aspirations and accepts individual differences in ability, aptitude and level of skills.
Saint Cecilia’s, Wandsworth is therefore primarily a learning community, its culture of teaching and learning
unlocking each individual's potential for self-fulfilment and preparing them to take their place within adult life as
responsible, caring and committed citizens.  

At the heart of the school is its Christian foundation, where the Christian faith is shown through every aspect
of its life, particularly in the quality of the relationships it engenders and promotes. These relationships look
not only inwards but also reflect out to the wider community, particularly to parents and carers, but also to
both secular and other faith communities. The school values diversity and is sensitive to the range of traditions
and cultures represented in the locality it serves.

The school is a well-ordered community, providing a secure, structured environment for learning. It has
outstanding facilities and offers a wide range of curriculum enrichment activities as well as the highest
standards of teaching and learning.  In addition to fulfilling the requirements of the National Curriculum
through its teaching programme, Saint Cecilia’s, Wandsworth specialises in the teaching of music, providing a
channel for the development of pupils’ creative and aesthetic skills. The Governing Body has reserved 10% of
places in each year group for pupils showing a particular aptitude for music.

Saint Cecilia’s, Wandsworth is popular, over-subscribed school of which parents, staff, pupils and the local
community are immensely proud.  I hope you will wish to be a part of this exciting opportunity as we seek to
recruit our next cohort of pupils.

Jeffrey Risbridger

Headteacher
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Aims of the School

� To encourage each individual child to
develop her or his talents to the full

� To ensure that everyone is treated
equally and with respect

� To develop in pupils an awareness and
appreciation of spiritual and moral values
and attitudes

� To help pupils develop creative, lively
and critically enquiring minds and the
ability to question and discuss rationally

� To help pupils understand, and so be
tolerant of, those from other races,
religions and cultures

� To help pupils understand what it
means to live in a democratic society

� To promote an awareness of our place in,
dependency on and respect for the world
environment.

At Saint Cecilia's, Wandsworth we believe
that pupils should enjoy and learn from their
everyday experiences, both in and out of
school, valuing their school days as part of a
process of lifelong learning.  Fulfilment grows
from a sense of personal achievement and
pupils are given the opportunity to
participate in a wide range of educational and
recreational activities, including decision-
making which affects the development of
their school. Teaching is organised to enable
pupils to work individually as well as in
groups, co-operatively and well as
competitively. Assessment of pupils' work
accentuates positive achievement as well as
providing direction for future improvement.

The School’s Mission Statement

The school will value the uniqueness of the individual as a person
made in the image of God and entitled to teaching and learning
opportunities which enable her or him to become a confident,
competent, caring and self-reliant citizen, fully prepared for 
adult life and the world of work.

The School and its Aims
Saint Cecilia's, Wandsworth Church of
England School is a co-educational
voluntary-aided comprehensive school for
pupils aged 11 - 18 years in the Diocese of
Southwark which opened in September
2003. Its Anglican foundation is reflected
in the composition of its Governing Body.
Each school day includes a corporate act of
Christian worship; regular celebrations of
Holy Communion are held, at which
attendance is voluntary.

The school opened on a portion of the 
site once home to Wandsworth Boys’
Secondary School. The new school,
however, was purpose-built for the 
twenty-first century and comprises 
state-of-the-art facilities, including
specialist accommodation for the
teaching of music, the subject in 
which the school specialises.

The school name reflects the historic link
with Wandsworth Boys' Secondary
School and identifies both its Church of
England foundation and its aspiration for
excellence in the teaching of music.  Saint
Cecilia is the patron saint of music.

The Aims of the School
In order to fulfil its Mission Statement,
the school seeks:

� To promote the highest standards of
academic achievement, motivation and
self discipline in all pupils

� To ensure that high quality teaching
and learning characterises the delivery
of the National Curriculum and
Religious Education, especially the
teaching of Music.



Pupils have excellent healthy food choices and know the benefits
of exercise and sport. OfSTED Report December 2005

Saint Cecilia's, Wandsworth boasts
outstanding accommodation carefully
designed to meet present curriculum
requirements and with the capacity to
adapt to future needs.  Particular attention
has been paid to the “suiting” of subject
areas, and, of course, the requirements of
the music specialism.  In recognition of the
place of Information and Communications
Technology in the modern world, the
school has two hard-wired ICT Suites and
several banks of laptop computers which
are wirelessly linked to the school's
network, enabling easy access to shared
resources, the Internet and e-mail facilities.

Situated under one roof, the school has been
designed to preserve the character of the
largely residential conservation area in which
it is sited.  Along with two playgrounds, the
site has a pleasant social play area surrounded

by trees and two habitat areas within the
building complex to provide some
landscaping relief.  The site is secure,
with one main entrance for staff, pupils
and visitors, and one entrance for
deliveries.  Access to the school's
Reception is controlled by videophone. 

On the Ground Floor, Modern Foreign
Languages, Technology, Art, Drama and
Dance are accommodated, whilst English,
Mathematics and Music are situated on
the First Floor, along with the
Information Centre and the school's
Information and Communications
Technology Centre.  Religious Education,
History, Geography and Citizenship
(which includes Personal, Social and
Health Education as well as Careers) are
taught on the Second Floor, which also
accommodates the Sixth Form Common

Room and Study Centre.  Science
accommodation spans both the Ground
Floor and the First Floor. 

Whilst pupils go off-site to the Barn Elms
Sports Centre or Wimbledon Park for the
outside team game components of the
Physical Education syllabus, the school
boasts a 28m x 18m Sports Hall which
accommodates indoor Physical Education
activities as well as providing a venue for
School Assemblies.  

Pupils have the opportunity to enjoy
refreshments in a large 275 square 
metre Refectory.

The school has an attractive Chapel for
the use of pupils and staff, both for
voluntary services and private prayer 
and reflection.

Accommodation and Facilities
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The Curriculum

Programmes of study are broad and
balanced in line with the requirements
of the National Curriculum.  All pupils
are encouraged to achieve high
standards through steady, determined
effort.  Extra support is given to very
able pupils, and to those who find
learning difficult.

In Key Stage 3 (Years 7 - 9) pupils follow
a common curriculum.  Whilst Year 7 is
mostly taught in mixed ability classes,
from Year 8 onwards pupils are placed 
in ability sets for several subjects,
including Mathematics and Modern
Foreign Languages.

In Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) pupils
follow a common core, which includes
English, Mathematics, Science, Religious
Studies, a Modern Foreign Language,
Citizenship (including Careers),
Information and Communication
Technology and Physical Education.  They
are then able to select additional subjects,
which include artistic and creative
subjects such as Music and Drama,

humanities subjects such as History and
Geography, and technology-based subjects
such as Resistant Materials, Graphic
Products and Food Technology.
Appropriate vocational courses are
considered annually for pupils whose
learning would benefit from more
experiential and practical experiences.

Learning post-16 focuses on the successful
achievement of appropriate Level 2 and
Level 3 qualifications.  A separate Sixth
Form (Years 12 and 13) Prospectus is
available on request.

Private Study
Private Study is an important part of the
curriculum and encourages pupils to
develop regular study habits.  The Pupil
Diary contains pages for the recording of
private study tasks, and parents/carers 
are encouraged to check these pages
regularly, alerting mentors to any
potential difficulties.

Monitoring of Progress
All subjects conduct regular assessments

of pupils' progress and we report this progress
to parents in several ways: pupils receive regular
brief reports for each subject showing current
levels of achievement; mentors make formal and
informal contact where there is a concern or
there has been exceptional achievement;
teaching staff offer telephone, e-mail or in-
person contact with each child's parents at least
once per year; and every child receives a full,
written Annual Report indicating strengths and
weaknesses, levels of achievement and
improvement targets for each subject.

Educational Visits
Whenever possible, pupils are taken to places 
of educational interest and educational value,
both in the UK and abroad.  Many of these
activities derive directly from curriculum work,
though some take place at weekends and in the
school holidays and are entirely extra-
curricular.  Whilst education provided during
school hours to pupils in maintained schools
must be free of charge, the Education Act 1996
(Chapter 56) allows Governing Bodies to levy a
charge in certain circumstances.  A copy of the
Governing Body's Charging and Remissions
Policy is available on request.

The quality of teaching and learning is good overall… Teachers use
their good subject knowledge well to support pupils in their learning.
OfSTED Report December 2005
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School Policies

Published school policies are reviewed at
least annually and updated as required.
Polices which the Governing Body has a
statutory obligation to provide are 
published on the school website
www.saintcecilias.wandsworth.sch.uk

However, information on some key policies
are shown below:

Pupils with Special Educational Needs
and Pupils with Disabilities
The school is committed to meeting the needs
of all its pupils, including those for whom
learning is difficult and those who are
physically challenged.  Children who are
particularly able or talented are also welcomed
and an appropriate programme devised for
each individual to enable her or him to develop
her or his particular skills and interests. 

The school is fully equipped to accommodate
pupils with disabilities, with all
accommodation located under one roof and a
lift installed to provide wheelchair access to
upper floors.  All classrooms may be accessed
without steps and there is a ramp at the
entrance to the playground.  The school has six
toilets designed for use by pupils with
disabilities, including one with shower facilities.  

Pupils with Statements of Special Educational
Need are considered for admission after
consultation between the parent/carer,
Governing Body and Local Authority.  The
Governing Body aims to comply with parental
preference if possible, provided the school can
meet the child's special needs and her or his
admission would be compatible with the
efficient education of other children and the
effective use of resources.

The school takes all reasonable steps to ensure
that pupils with disabilities have the same
opportunities as other pupils.  

Copies of the Governing Body's Special
Educational Needs Policy are available on
request, including information on the
implementation of the policy and any
changes made to it within the past year.
Copies of the Disability Equality Scheme and
information on the school's Accessibility Plan
are also available on request.

Policy on Sex and 
Relationships Education
The Governing Body believes that the
purpose of sex education should be not
only to provide knowledge about loving
relationships, the nature of sexuality and
the processes of human reproduction but
also should lead to the acquisition of
understanding and attitudes which
prepare pupils to view their relationships
in a responsible and healthy manner
within a framework of Christian values.
Pupils will be encouraged to appreciate the
value of a stable family life, marriage and
the responsibilities of parenthood.  Pupils
will be encouraged to consider the
importance of self-restraint, dignity,
respect for themselves and others,
acceptance of responsibility, sensitivity
towards the needs and views of others,
loyalty and fidelity.  They will also be
encouraged to recognise the physical,
emotional, moral and religious
implications and the risks of certain types
of behaviour, and to accept that both sexes
must behave responsibly in sexual matters.

The Governing Body believes that all
pupils are entitled to a broad, balanced
sex education but also recognises a
parent's right to withdraw her or his child
from this aspect of the curriculum.  A full
copy of the Sex and Relationships
Education Policy is available on request.

Policy on Collective Worship
Whilst parents have the right to withdraw
their children from the daily Collective
Act of Worship, the Governing Body
hopes that all applicants for places will
appreciate its significance in this
voluntary-aided Church of England
school and therefore wish to support it.  
A copy of the Governing Body's Policy on
Collective Worship is available on request. 

Policy on Religious Education
Whilst parents have the right to withdraw
their children from Religious Education,
the Governing Body hopes that all
applicants for places will appreciate its
significance in this voluntary-aided
Church of England school and therefore
wish to support it.  A copy of the
Governing Body's Policy on Religious
Education is available on request. 

Equal Opportunities
The Governing Body is committed to
ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of
individual differences, have full access to
all aspects of the curriculum.  Teaching
programmes actively seek to replace
ignorance and prejudice with knowledge
and tolerance.

A copy of the Governing Body's Policy
on Equality of Opportunity, Race
Equality and Intercultural Education is
available on request.

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is outstanding. In some 
lessons and in assemblies pupils reflect 
on profound themes. OfSTED Report December 2005
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Pupil Dress Code
The Headteacher and Governing Body of Saint
Cecilia's, Wandsworth believe that the school
uniform promotes the school's ethos by
supporting a corporate identity and therefore
do not wish it to be a source of antagonism
between pupils and members of staff. To 
ensure this, a comprehensive Dress Code 
has been devised and is consistently and
rigorously enforced.

Pupil Safety
Pupils are not permitted to leave the school
premises during the school day, helping us to
ensure their safety.  Pupils are, however,
encouraged to remain in school after 2:30pm as
often as possible in order to meet with their
mentors, participate in extra-curricular or
enrichment activities, or to undertake private
study in our Information Centre.

Pupil Guidance and Welfare
We want to establish an environment in
which learning can take place in an orderly
way.  We want pupils to leave us having
achieved their full potential, able to think and
make decisions for themselves.  We therefore
seek to provide for the personal welfare of
each individual child so that there are as few
barriers to learning as possible.

Pupils are therefore placed in small Mentor
Groups, each overseen by a member of staff.
Mentors are encouraged to develop a close
and trusting relationship with pupils and
their parents, acting as the first point of
contact wherever possible.  Mentor groups
meet regularly, but their small size enables
individual attention to be given to pupils as
necessary.  Mentor groups enjoy social trips
and activities outside the school day and
participate in inter-mentor group
competitions throughout the year.  Mentors
also play a central rôle in the monitoring of
pupils' academic progress through analysis of
their weekly attainment grades.

Pupils

The Learning Policy
In order to support learning, we have a
Learning Policy which aims to establish a
caring, responsible and positive school
ethos.  This demands that pupils make it
as easy as possible for teachers to teach
and other pupils to learn.

Extra-Curricular and 
Enrichment Activities
Pupils at Saint Cecilia's, Wandsworth are
extremely fortunate in that they are
permitted to stay behind after school every
afternoon to participate in organised
extra-curricular and enrichment activities,
or to work in the Information Centre or
other classrooms completing private study.
Sometimes the pupils are supervised by
school staff; sometimes they are not.

Saint Cecilia's, Wandsworth does not give
pupils after-school detentions.  Instead,
the privilege of remaining behind after
school for activities (including
participation in sports' teams, school

concerts and productions etc.) is
withdrawn for a short period.  Should
pupils not respect the school's
requirements, the privilege may be
withdrawn indefinitely.

Partnership with Parents
Education is at its most effective when
home and school work together in
partnership.  We try to establish and
maintain firm links with parents through
our Home-School Agreement.  This
recognises that parents, the child and the
school all share responsibility for the
child's education and need to be in
regular contact with each other and
supportive of each other.

Pupils have a Pupil Diary which provides
a link between home and school, and we
ensure that parents receive regular reports
on their children's progress, and
newsletters to bring them up-to-date with
what is happening in the school. 
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Provision for pupils’ personal development and well being is outstanding.  
OfSTED Report December 2005

Behaviour is impeccable throughout the day in all parts of this calm
and well-designed learning environment.  OfSTED Report December 2005
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